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General Council Meeting

 
February 12, 2019

Minutes

Attendance by Sign In

General Council Meeting 
I. Call to Order 
By President Verardi at 5:08pm.
II. Approval of Minutes


Minutes approved. 

III. Additions to Agenda


None. 

IV. Executive Board Reports 

A) President Anthony Verardi: The Vice Provost Graduate Studies, Nathan Urban, is creating a focus group on student government; Anthony can bring a guest; it is from 6-7pm on Tuesday, February 19th or Monday, February 25th. There is a combined student government meeting with the Student Government Board (SGB) (undergraduate), GPSG and A&S GSO; the SGB wants to create union statement similar to the one the A&S GSO created; we will also discuss additional issues (e.g., fossil fuel divestment and extreme weather policy). There is a student survey on sexual assault and misconduct coming out soon. The Senate Council voted on an ad hoc committee to look at the existing tobacco policy; the current policy prohibits smoking within 15 ft of entrances and within University buildings and vehicles, but there are designated smoking areas; they are looking to move to a tobacco-free campus; if you have any thoughts send them to Anthony. The GPSG has a new grant up to $2000 for advocacy and professional development (gpsg.pitt.edu/advocacy-grants) for attending conferences to disseminate information on Pitt’s campus. 
B) Vice President Golnar Touski: The Grad Expo had 74 applications and we are working on the schedule. We need help on the day of the Grad Expo (3/22).
C) Faculty Advisor Tara Meyer: The 2nd annual graduate student studies retreat with Deans and student representatives was held; mental health issues, mentoring, and what data we need to understand the graduate student experience was discussed. A graduate student survey is coming out, it will take around 40 minutes, but please fill it out because the results feed into the University decision making process. There are changes to the graduate student policies, there is now no requirement to be registered in last semester if you have active status (enrolled within last calendar year). The certificates and micro-credentials now require less credits, therefore more will likely be created. Upcoming workshops are Anti-Bias (2/20), 3MT Workshop, Microaggression (3/6), 3MT (3/22), and Strategies and Resources for International Travel (4/17). 
D) Administrative Assistant Allison Gremba: There is an ETD Workshop on 2/18. 
E) Social/Programs Coordinator: Nothing to report yet, contact Mark if you want to suggest an event.
F) Website/Communications: No report. 
V.  Internal Committees
A) GPSG: The winter weather advisory committee wants student opinions on current policies, email Amanda (gpsg@pitt.edu). There are several upcoming events (casino event, Pirates game, bowling) and you can find more information on the website. The elections are upcoming, please consider running.
B) Grad Expo: See VP report. 
C)  Teaching Awards: No report. 
E) Summer Research Grant: The announcement was emailed. The deadline is March 29th. Currently 4 people have volunteered to judge. 
G) Committee for Diversity and Inclusion: No report. 
VI. External A&S Committees: 
A) A&S Dietrich Council: No report. 
B) A&S PBC: There are two new master programs (TESOL, Department of Linguistics; Quantitative Economics, Economics Department); these are a 1 year professional degree and do not provide support.
C) A&S Grad Council: Most of the updates in the faculty advisor report. They are still looking at a project to improve graduate student mentorship but are in the early stages. 

VII. Old or Unfinished Business: None.
VIII. New Business: Want to know more about the policies for abuse and discrimination and if there are existing student policies within departments. The Office of Diversity and Inclusion has University level policies and Philippa Carter is the ombudsperson for the graduate students.
IX. Announcements:  None.
X. Having no further business, President Verardi calls for motion to adjourn meeting


Meeting adjourned, 5:47pm. 
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