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General Council Meeting

 
January 22, 2019

Minutes

Attendance by Sign In

General Council Meeting 
I. Call to Order 
By President Verardi at 5:09pm.
II. Approval of Minutes


Minutes approved. 

III. Additions to Agenda


None. 

IV. Executive Board Reports 

A) President Anthony Verardi: No report. 
B) Vice President Golnar Touski: No report. 
C) Faculty Advisor Tara Meyer: No report. 
D) Administrative Assistant Allison Gremba: I will send out an email today for the rules for the department reimbursement requests.   
E) Social/Programs Coordinator: Planning on one event for this semester. 
F) Website/Communications: No report. 
V.  Internal Committees
A) GPSG: We need one more representative, ideally from the humanities or social sciences. The University is creating a new recreation center and a recreation center advisory group is being formed; they want undergraduate and graduate student representatives to serve on the advisory group; contact Mark (mef98@pitt.edu) or someone at GPSG if you are interested.
B) Grad Expo: Submissions are open. If you want to volunteer contact Golnar (pittgradexpo@gmail.com) or Allison (asgso.pitt@gmail.com).
C)  Teaching Awards: The nomination form is open and will remain up until January 30. It can be found as a link on the A&S GSO website under the Teaching Award page. We are still looking for grad student reviewers to review and score applications in March. We typically assign each reviewer 5 to 10 of the applications which are made available online. The review process can be completed on your own time during the first two weeks of March. If you are interested in reviewing, please email barangeraward@gmail.com
E) Summer Research Grant: You will receive an email soon with instructions to apply. We need volunteers to look through applications and score them on a scale from 1 to 5.
G) Committee for Diversity and Inclusion: We are starting LGBT(QIA+) affinity group and progress has been made since the  meeting in December; currently we are exploring what is already available in A&S and the general Pitt community to determine if we want something similar or an umbrella group.
VI. External A&S Committees: 
A) A&S Dietrich Council: No report. 
B) A&S PBC: The budget committee has met twice and will meet several more times between now and March. We're reviewing goals set out by the committee last year and evaluating the measurements for the goals and how well they have been met. No changes in the budget or decisions have been made in these meetings. Last meeting, regarding graduate programs, discussion centered on how to advance graduate programs, specifically physics, in the national rankings, in order to meet these goals, but no real proposals were made.
C) A&S Grad Council: The Dean is tracking student progress through the programs; a subset of that data is now available (students can’t be identified) online. The proposal for a new Masters in quantitative economics was approved and will now go through the rest of the process. We are reviewing TA/TF training and practices for Geology and Environmental Science and have provided feedback. Ongoing discussion about the department ranking system in US News and World Report and the University is trying to push departments that are on the “cusp” into the next ranking. Undertaking a project to assist professors in A&S to become better mentors for students going into academia and other career paths, and fostering good mentorship skills.
VII. Old or Unfinished Business: None.
VIII. New Business: None. 
IX. Announcements:  None.
X. Having no further business, President Verardi calls for motion to adjourn meeting


Meeting adjourned, 5:25pm. 
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