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General Council Meeting

 
November 16, 2015

Minutes

Attendance by Sign In

General Council Meeting 
I. Call to Order 
by President Johnson at 5:11pm.
II. Minutes from Oct 26, 2015 General Council Meeting
Minutes approved. 
III. Additions to Agenda


None.
IV. Executive Board Reports 

A) President Dominique Johnson: The sexual assault task force will be meeting regularly. If you are interested contact Dominique (ddj6) to join. The Chancellor created an inclusion and diversity group to address concerns and they are requesting graduate student input. Dominique will open the conversation in the future for concerns and comments that she will take back to the group.  
B) Vice President Erin Pfeil-McCullough: This week Erin will be sending out doodle poll to see when people are available to meet for the Grad Expo to figure out details, categories, etc.
C) Faculty Advisor Linda Rinaman: Thank you for responding to the draft survey, I greatly appreciate your feedback. The results are anonymous. The Grad council meets on 12/7 to discuss the results. We will incorporate all of the results to complete the final survey. Hopefully the survey will be available before the Christmas break. The end goal will be to put together a best practices handbook/ things to aspire to with faculty advisor and mentors.
D)  Administrative Assistant Allison Cullen Doyle: Supplemental department funds are still available. For more information and the form, please visit http://asgso.pitt.edu/doku.php/department_info. The new meeting calendar is now available. 
E) Social/Programs Coordinator: Working on a sexual assault panel discussion. More information to come.
F) Website/Communications: Is there a need for better online communication between departments and students? Would a central online communication system that better represents who you are be preferred to email? Yes. The goal is to create a new website with a low barrier to technology.
V.  Internal Committees
A. GPSG (Graduate and Professional Student Government): Did not meet.  
B. Grad Expo: Nothing to report. If you would like to join the committee please email Erin at ekp9@pitt.edu. 
C.  Teaching Awards: No report. If you would like to join the committee contact Delphine (drm74).  
D. Peer Professionalization Workshop: No report.  
E: Summer Research Grant: No report.  

VI. External A&S Committees: 
A) A&S Dietrich Council: Attached. 
B) A&S PBC: Discussed A&S alignment with the Strategic Plan (www.pitt.edu/impact). 
C) A&S Grad Council: No meeting. 
VII. Old or Unfinished Business

VIII. New Business

IX. Announcements

None

X. Having no further business, President Johnson calls for motion to adjourn meeting


Meeting adjourned, 5:27pm.

A&S Council Report

Dean’s report:

· Faculty and student rewards

Nominating Committee Election:

· See attached for Nominating Committee Member List AY2015-16

Report from undergraduate council:

· The council have been reviewing undergraduate course requirement.

· The council discussed course certificates in general education as well as sustainability certificate.

Report from graduate council:

· A couple of continuing projects have been discussed, including competition for offers of graduate studies, diversity, pedagogical training, and safety training.

· Two new initiatives: 1) funding for faculty-mentoring students, providing guidance to both sides; 2) diversity of graduate students

· Sexual assault and sexual misconduct: a campus survey was conducted summer 2015 with shocking results which posed great challenges for the university to really pay attention to the issues and do best to solve the problem. (see attached for a summery from 2015 AAU Campus Climate Survey on Sexual Assault & Sexual Misconduct)

Election of the Faculty Grants Committee

Anthropology: �
Intel. Systems: Yun Huang�
�
Biological Sciences:  Amber Griffith, Travis Mavrich�
Linguistics:  Silvio Pisabarro, Mathew Hadedo�
�
Chemistry: Tyler Rohrs�
Mathematics: Jeremy Harris�
�
Classics: �
Music: �
�
Communication: Birney Young�
Neuroscience: Laura Rupprecht �
�
Comp. Science: Kenrick Orrin Fernandes�
Philosophy: Matt Snow �
�
Economics: Ethan Schmick�
Physics: �
�
English:  �
Political Science: Sebastian Garcoa, Shane Redman�
�
French & Italian: Delphine Monserrat, Cole Cridlin�
Psychology: �
�
Geology: Dervla Kumar, Erin Pfeil-McCullough�
Religious Studies:  Lianghao Lu�
�
German:   �
Slavic: �
�
Hispanic:�
Sociology: George Weddington�
�
History:  �
Statistics: Jonathon Yu�
�
H.A.A.: Meredith North�
Theatre Arts: Vicki Hoskins�
�
HPS: Haixin Dang�
CLST: Paulina Tomkowicz�
�
President: Dominique Johnson�
Film: Maxime Bey-Rozet�
�
Vice-President: Erin Pfiel-McCullough�
�
�
Administrative Assistant: Allison Cullen Doyle�
Faculty Advisor: Linda Rinaman�
�
 











A&S GSO minutes, 11/16/15, ACD
**NOTE: Opinions expressed in the GSO minutes are those of the individual and do not necessarily reflect the position of the A&S GSO.  


