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General Council Meeting

 
January 11th, 2016

Minutes

Attendance by Sign In

General Council Meeting 
I. Call to Order 
by President Johnson at 5:06pm.
II. Minutes from Dec 7, 2015 General Council Meeting
Minutes approved. 
III. Additions to Agenda


None.
IV. Executive Board Reports 

A) President Dominique Johnson: 
The undergraduate letter supporting staff unionization is being passed around. I don’t think we need to respond to the letter, but please read and take note of it. Fight Back for Pitt Faculty facebook page updates about how undergraduates are responding to university change. 

The Sexual Assault Taskforce is planning a campaign, Its On Us, at the William Pitt Union. It will be a grand opening event, and they are seeking graduate student, faculty, and administrative support. 
The Pitt athletics are hosting their own events to inform students and change the culture. They are creating focus groups, and talks about risks and ways to fight back. At some point they want graduate students to become involved, mostly through social work. This is a 4 year plan so we should become more involved and stay involved. 

Also, they want us to review a set modules, which will be used during an orientation. We may also be asked to provide content and teach. 
The Diversity and Inclusion group is asking to become an advisory council. We have created several recommendations:

1.  Revisit and update the Pitt Promise. The Pitt Promise (http://www.studentaffairs.pitt.edu/pittpromise) is a commitment to civility. Most graduate students and faculty have never heard of it, and we would like to use this document as a guide for new policy. 
2. We will be suggesting to the General Council and the Chancellor that fiscal year 2017 be the year of Diversity. If successful we hope to host a series of events (e.g., town hall meeting), and we are eliciting ideas from students and faculty. 
3. This is an internal committee in Senate Council composed of faculty, staff, administrators, graduate students, and undergraduate students. We will making a formal statement at the next Senate Council. 

I am proposing 2 standing committees in place of the ad hoc committees created last meeting. 

1. GSO Policy Committee: To create a longstanding and stable document to address department-graduate student relationships (e.g., grievances). The intent is to formal document of accountability across departments. 
Vote: 23 yes, 1 no, 0 abstain. Passed. New Committee created. 
2. Diversity and Inclusion Committee: To provide recommendations to advisory council. It is important to create a standing committee so we can ensure graduate student representation. 

Vote: 22 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain. Passed. New Committee created.
B) Vice President Erin Pfeil-McCullough: 
The Grad Expo website is up and submissions are open. We need to recruit both student and faculty judges. An online form will be sent around to sign-up. The next stage is to organize submissions after they close. 
C) Faculty Advisor Linda Rinaman: 
We launched the mentor relationship survey. Our long term goals are to determine the scope and quality of graduate student mentoring; the short term goals are to receive information. Next week I would like you to forward the survey email to the graduate students. Please include a personal message to inspire your fellow students to participate. Thank you for all the feedback. 
D) Administrative Assistant Allison Cullen Doyle: 
Supplemental department funds are still available. For more information and the form, please visit http://asgso.pitt.edu/doku.php/department_info. Next month we will meet in Dining Room A on the 1st floor. 
E) Social/Programs Coordinator: Nothing to report. 
F) Website/Communications: 
There is progress. The committee will report more next time. 
V.  Internal Committees

A. GPSG (Graduate and Professional Student Government): 
There is a new Vice President of programming, the election was restricted to an internal vote. There are several upcoming events: 

Feb 11 Business Etiquette Dinner

Feb 21-25 GPSG Elections

Feb 28 Blue Man Group

Mar 4 Party in the Tropics

Mar 14 PhD Comics

Mar 26 Tedx

Elections for the Executive committee are next month. If you would like to run, submit your application to gpsg.pitt.edu by Feb 5th, 2016. For more information visit http://pre.gpsg.pitt.edu/. 
B. Grad Expo: See VP report. If you would like to join the committee please email Erin at ekp9@pitt.edu. 

C.  Teaching Awards: The email for applications has gone out. We need more reviewers (faculty and student), particularly within the natural sciences. If you would like to become a reviewer please contact Delphine Monserrat (drm74@pitt.edu).
D. Peer Professionalization Workshop: No report.  
E: Summer Research Grant: The call for applications was sent out today. I am passing around fliers, please take some and hang them around your department. There are 4 $500 awards that can be used for any research costs (e.g., travel, conference attendance, and writing). The application is 150 word description, CV, and budget. The submissions should be written for a broad audience.  
VI. External A&S Committees: 
A) A&S Dietrich Council: No report, did not meet.  
B) A&S PBC: No report, did not meet.  
C) A&S Grad Council: No report, did not meet.  
VII. Old or Unfinished Business

VIII. New Business

IX. Announcements

None

X. Having no further business, President Johnson calls for motion to adjourn meeting


Meeting adjourned, 5:38pm.
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