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General Council Meeting

 
February 15th, 2016

Minutes

Attendance by Sign In

General Council Meeting 
I. Call to Order 
by President Johnson at 5:06pm.
II. Minutes from Jan 11, 2016 General Council Meeting
Minutes approved. 
III. Additions to Agenda


None.
IV. Executive Board Reports 

A) President Dominique Johnson: 
Inclusive Diversity Taskforce: Created a 4 point plan and statement to readdress University value system. The Chancellor has approved the statement and in 2 weeks we meet with the Board of Trustees. After they approve it then goes to the Sennate Council where it will be put forward as an official policy. If you have any suggestions or ideas to contribute please share with DominiqueJohnson (ddj6@pitt.edu). 
Sexual Assault Committee: nothing to report. 
B) Vice President Erin Pfeil-McCullough: 
Grad Expo is on track. Please ask your friends and the faculty in your department to judge. You can sign up to judge at http://pitt.edu/~gradexpo/. Suggestion for judges- have the student judge introduce each presenter and moderate questions. 
C) Faculty Advisor Linda Rinaman: Not present.
D) Administrative Assistant Allison Cullen Doyle: 
Please forward the emails I send to you to the rest of your department. Supplemental department funds are still available. For more information and the form, please visit http://asgso.pitt.edu/doku.php/department_info. 
E) Social/Programs Coordinator: 
Sexual Assault and Harassment Workshop is next Thursday. Please distribute the emails to your departments. There will be 5 panelists to speak. 
Carrie Benson (visiting from the Title IX Office): Carrie Benson investigates complaints, makes accommodations during interim, and provides training. The Title IX Office is creating a video which will premiere in the fall. The goal is to target faculty and staff. We want to know how students want to be treated and how they want faculty and staff to respond to disclosure. They are looking for a focus group to address these issues. Following the focus group, with the help of the theatre department we will create a script for the video. 

The focus groups are private. If you would like to participate please fill out the doodle poll (https://pitt.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1BavzBhwfdvIJJr).

F) Website/Communications: 
We are creating a new website and looking for committee members. The website can have multiple facets. We need feedback on design, functionality, look, etc., not technical job. 

Committee members: Allison Cullen Doyle, Erin Pfeil-McCullough, Dominique Johnson, Elise Thorsen, Lea Martin, Birney Young, and Tyler Rorhs. 

V.  Internal Committees

A. GPSG (Graduate and Professional Student Government): None- at meeting now. 
B. Grad Expo: See VP report. If you would like to join the committee please email Erin at ekp9@pitt.edu. 

B. Teaching Awards: 
48 graduate students were nominated. They are in the process of submitting the materials. We have enough volunteers. Shortly we will send an email with the dates.
C. Peer Professionalization Workshop: 
Matthew Hadodo recently took over the role. We received no responses for hosts. Matthew Hadodo has experience and ideas for the workshop- will be both host and instructor. 6 2-hour sessions on online presence. 

D. Summer Research Grant: No report. 
E. GSO Policy: No meeting. 
F. Diversity and Inclusion: No meeting.

VI. External A&S Committees: 
A) A&S Dietrich Council: Report at end of February meeting agenda. 
B) A&S PBC: Continue to align strategic initiatives with the Plan for Pitt.   
C) A&S Grad Council: 3 departments with TA/TF review. We will review Communications and Biological Sciences department this week. Also collecting data on mentoring relationships to produce a handbook.    
VII. Old or Unfinished Business: None. 
VIII. New Business

Dominique Johnson, A&S GSO President: The GSOC (Graduate Student Organizing Committee) is a group of graduate students organizing to unionize. This is happening concurrently with the faculty unionization, but they are distinct. The project is not public. We are asking that you (the A&S GSO representatives) look at the links and information, then talk to your department GSOs. 

For the March GSO meeting we would like to invite members of the organizing committee to answer questions. Everyone is in agreement about inviting union organizers to talk. Anyone who would like to attend is welcome.
IX. Announcements

None

X. Having no further business, President Johnson calls for motion to adjourn meeting


Meeting adjourned, 5:36pm.
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