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General Council Meeting

 
April 11, 2016

Minutes


Attendance by Sign In—Sign in sheet lost.
Special Election Meeting

I. Call to order 

by President Upton at 5:10pm
II. Nominee Statements

One nomination for President, Dominique Johnson, one nomination for Vice President, Damara Strong. 

President, Dominique Johnson: I look forward to continuing to work with the A&S GSO. This year we got a lot off the ground. Next year will be my last year.  

Vice President, Damara Strong: I am a doctoral candidate in Geology and Natural Science. I have served as a graduate student representative during my 2nd year. During this time we were undergoing an external review and I got students together to discuss issues including new hires and the department name change. I was able to get very involved. More recently I spoke at the Grad Expo on imposter syndrome, and I put together a support group in my department. I thrive off of leadership positions.
III. Voting

President: Dominique won by unanimous vote- seconded with no objections. 

Vice President: Damara won by unanimous vote- seconded with no objections. 
IV. Adjourn

5:13pm
General Council Meeting 
I. Call to Order 
by President Upton at 5:13pm
II. Minutes from February 10, 2014 General Council Meeting
Minutes approved. 
III. Additions to Agenda

Add budget to New Business. 
IV. Executive Board Reports 

A) President Aisha Upton: Myself, as representative of the GSO, and the representatives of the GPSG were invited to Joe Biden’s talk. This was part of the campaign for the sexual assault taskforce and it was an honor to be invited because we were left out last year.
B) Vice President Dominique Johnson: The Grad Expo was great, thanks to everyone that helped out.. 
C) Faculty Advisor Linda Rinaman: Not present. 

D)  Administrative Assistant Allison Cullen Doyle: Supplemental funds are still available. If you will be graduating or leaving the country for the next year please make sure a new delegate form is filled out and returned to me before then. 
E) Social/Programs Coordinator: No report.

F) Website/Communications: New website started, but not up and running yet. 
V.  Internal Committees
A. GPSG (Graduate and Professional Student Government): At the meeting. 
B. Grad Expo: None.    
C.  Teaching Awards: There were 40 nominations, 34 applicants, 7 winners and 2 honorable mentions. 
D. Peer Professionalization Workshop: Matthew Hadodo assumed a role late in the game and didn’t get an opportunity to set up the workshops due to unforseen circumstances. He is willing to do it next semester if he can get a committee of 2-3 together.
E. Summer Research Grant: Winners will be announced April 30th.
F. GSO Policy: The mission is to make sure the by-laws and operations are the same across departments. Some departments may not have by-laws. We especially want to create a policy statement on sexual misconduct and harassment. There is currently a 5 year program for sexual assault and misconduct which we can draw from.
G: GSO Diversity: Someone from this committee will always be at the Senate Council Meetings and we want continued presence. One of the major programming initiatives is a one day conference with workshops, lectures, and other events around issues of diversity. Next year is the year of diversity and inclusion, and we want to contribute.
VI. External A&S Committees: 
A. A&S Dietrich Council: Nothing to report. 
B. A&S PBC: None.
C. A&S Grad Council: None.    
VIII. New Business
A. New programs budget vote: $2,500 supplemental funds, +$500 ($2,500 total) summer research fund, $1,000 peer professionalization workshop. Move to approve and seconded.
B. 2016 Budget: Move to approve and seconded. 
IX. Announcements

None.
X. Having no further business, President Johnson calls for motion to adjourn meeting

Meeting adjourned, 5:58pm.
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