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General Council Meeting

 
September 6, 2016

Minutes

Attendance by Sign In

General Council Meeting 
I. Call to Order 
by President Johnson at 5:08pm.
II. Minutes from April 11, 2016 General Council Meeting
Minutes approved. 
III. Additions to Agenda


None.
IV. Approve President and Vice President


Treviene Harris for President approved.  
IV. Executive Board Reports 

A) President Dominique Johnson: Two new committees were created last year, (1) GSO Policy and Sexual Assault, and (2) Diversity and Inclusion. The GSO Policy and Sexual Assault committee plans to standardize function of the departmental GSOs in relation to their department by creating a document that GSOs can take to their department. The ultimate goal is to advocate by GSOs and develop policy. This is the year of diversity and inclusion, and the Diversity and Inclusion committee would like become more involved and be more present in the decision making bodies. In addition funding is available for events centered around diversity. The Senate Council established a committee appointed by the Chancellor to revise Univiversity commitment to and vision of diversity and inclusion. Dominique is on the newly formed committee and they are looking to expand and become more active this year. They are hoping to launch a 2 day conference on diversity using the Diversity funds.  

The Graduate student Union drive continues. In March the United Steelworkers and graduate students talked about aims and goals of union drive during the March GSO meeting. The A&S GSO remained neutral at that time. We will need to decide our position as a GSO. This semester a card campaign will occur which decides if the union a possibility. We want to have another panel during the October GSO meeting where the Steelworkers and Graduate Students can answer any additional questions. Everyone is invited. You can find more information at http://www.pittgradunion.org/. The A&S GSO will decide our official stance at the November 29th meeting. Please communicate with your departments. The GPSG has agreed to support whatever decision we make. 

B) Vice President Treviene Harris: None.
C) Faculty Advisor Tara Meyer: Last year it was discovered that some departments were not in compliance with rules for how long it takes to get a masters year. There may changes to your programs starting next year, but anyone who is currently a student will be grandfathered into the old rules. This will mostly change the credits you select for your thesis research. If you are retroactively affected please let us know. 
D)  Administrative Assistant Allison Gremba: Please be sure to return a department information sheet to me, only the top part needs filled out. Department totals will be emailed after I received your department information sheet. To use the department funds you need to attend these meetings- be sure to sign in- and all the graduate students from the department must be invited. Be sure to get itemized receipts for purchases, and if you buy a gift card the recipient must fill out a W9. Allocations will be distributed in October. There is a new website, my office hours are on the site at the bottom. If you have not received a graduate student mentoring book from your department ask them for it. 
E) Social/Programs Coordinator: Kenrick: We have a $700 budget and we can do some nice things so please join. 
F) Website/Communications Kenrick Fernandes: The aim this year is to optimize the new website platform. If you have any ideas please join the committee.  
V.  Internal Committees
A) GPSG: Hillman is under renovations. We can influence the layout. A graduate student reservation area with key card access was suggested. The Alumni Association is building relations with grad students. A note on student conduct- do not torrent or illegally download, this is on pitt servers and you will be held accountable! Upcoming events are the fall formal (theme and date TBD), Opera House Happy Hour, Pitt Make a Difference Day, Pitt Police self-defense class (Sept. 27th). The VP Finance is resigning, elections will be soon. Ted X again this year in the Spring, hoping to attract more attendees and more high profile speakers. 

B) Grad Expo: No report.  
C)  Teaching Awards: No report. 
D) Peer Professionalization Workshop: The first workshop focuses on social media and will be September 14th from 6-8pm in WPU room 548.  
E) Summer Research Grant: No report. 
F) GSO Policy and Sexual Assault: The University has launched the It’s On Us campaign. They want grad students and faculty to participate. They have t-shirt campaign t-shirt decorating event planned. If we want them to listen to us we need to attend these events. The Title IX Office had created new materials for graduate student workshops. Meetings with individual departments focus on how to report, and what to do if something is happening to someone else. They are now focusing on grad students, so showing up is starting to have an effect. All departments must now report their incidences to the title 9 office-- NOT within an individual department. 

G) Diversity and Inclusion: No report. 
VI. External A&S Committees: 
A) A&S Dietrich Council:  No report. 
B) A&S PBC: No report. 
C) A&S Grad Council: No report.
       VII. Old or Unfinished Business

       VIII. New Business

A) GPSG Travel Grants: The GPSG has changed their travel grant application. With the new application you apply after you have returned from the trip and decisions are then made within 30 days. This is no longer consistent with the application timeline for the PBC or A&S GSO and have been creating problems. The A&S GSO has approved the GPSG reps to discuss this at the next GPSG meeting. 
       IX. Announcements
        X. Having no further business, President Johnson calls for motion to adjourn meeting


Meeting adjourned, 6:12pm.
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