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General Council Meeting

 
October 10, 2017

Minutes

Attendance by Sign In

General Council Meeting 
I. Call to Order 
by President Johnson at 5:40pm.
II. Minutes from September 5, 2017 General Council Meeting
Minutes approved. 
III. Additions to Agenda


None. 

IV. Executive Board Reports 

A) President Amber Griffith: The main focus of the September Senate council meeting was on the Core Principles. A core values committee was established in 2015 to create principles. There are 33 people on the committee and they have created 5 principles. (1) Free Expression: The University of Pittsburgh is committed to the vigorous protection of free expression and to the highest standards of academic freedom; (2) Pursuit of Knowledge: The University of Pittsburgh values and promotes the pursuit of knowledge, understanding, and artistic excellence in all fields of human endeavor and supports members of the University community engaged in that pursuit; (3) Diversity and Inclusion: The University of Pittsburgh is committed to diversity, inclusion, equity, and social justice, in order to achieve and sustain excellence in teaching and research; (4) Public Service: The University of Pittsburgh has a responsibility of service to our local, national, and global communities; (5) Shared Governance: The University of Pittsburgh commits to an existing tradition of shared governance by expanding and strengthening principled, open, discussion and debate that will promote equity, partnership and institutional solidarity among and between our constituent groups—Trustees, Administrators, Faculty, Staff, Students, and Alumni. The University will be open to discussions about these principles. They will host several town hall meetings and open a website for comments. 
B) Vice President Shelby Brewster: No report. 
C) Faculty Advisor Tara Meyer: There is a dissertation workshop on 10/25 from 12-1pm. Holger Hock, the new Associate Dean for Graduate Studies is holding Dean’s Hours to converse with graduate students; he wants to hear from graduate students. If you want more professionalization opportunities please attend, we need people to attend and give feedback. 
D)  Administrative Assistant Allison Gremba: No report. 
E) Social/Programs Coordinator: No chair. 
F) Website/Communications: No report. 
V.  Internal Committees
A) GPSG: The Pitt Program Council is a financial investment to allow students to attend programs. They are planning TedX 2018 and looking for help, contact Kenrick (kof3@pitt.edu) if you are interested. 
B) Grad Expo: Looking for people to join the committee. The Grad Expo is Friday, March 23rd. 
C)  Teaching Awards: There are three committee members and are open to a 4th. Also, looking for graduate students who would like to be reviewers; the workload is to read and score 7-12 applications following a rubric within 2-3 weeks.
D) Peer Professionalization Workshop: No chair. If you are interested contact Allison (asgso.pitt@gmail.com). 
E) Summer Research Grant: No chair. If you are interested contact Allison (asgso.pitt@gmail.com).
F) GSO Policy and Sexual Assault: We will be updating the A&S GSO Constitution to match SORC requirements. 
G) Diversity and Inclusion: All of the data from the survey has been collected and analyzed and we are in the final stages to share. There will be a meet and greet in November at Panera on Forbes. It will be an informal chit char. There will be another event in the Spring (2/28)- a diversity resource fair. We also need suggestions for topics. 
VI. External A&S Committees: 
A) A&S Dietrich Council: Focus of meeting was on the evaluation of faculty. Creating a draft statement for the use of OMET data. Please share department accomplishments. 
B) A&S PBC: No report. 
C) A&S Grad Council: Evaluating the Physics and HAA departments. Working on professional development opportunities. 
       VII. Old or Unfinished Business

A) Career Development: Career development is the focus this year. Dean Hoock and Vice Provosts are on board. Departments would like to hear from Pitt alumni and non-academic careers. Also would like help with taxes- CLPGH helps but have also not seen what many TA/TFs need help with. This will be an ongoing conversation.  
       VIII. New Business

A) Pitt Principles: We will table for next month. Be sure to share the Core Values email with the graduate students in your department and get feedback for next meeting. 
       IX. Announcements:
A) Host an event with Dean Hoock and Urban. Look out for Dean Hoock’s monthly emails to find out what he talks about in these meetings and at the Dean’s Hour. Consensus is the event should be help outside of A&S GSO meeting times. The goal is for the inaugural meeting in December.
        X. Having no further business, President Griffith calls for motion to adjourn meeting


Meeting adjourned, 6:14pm.
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