www.asgso.pitt.edu

asgso@pitt.edu


[image: image1.png]University of Pittsburgh
Dietrich School of Arts & Sciences

Graduate
Student
Organization





General Council Meeting

 
November 7, 2017

Minutes

Attendance by Sign In

General Council Meeting 
I. Call to Order 
by President Johnson at 5:35pm.
II. Minutes from October 10, 2017 General Council Meeting
Minutes approved. 
III. Additions to Agenda


None. 

IV. Executive Board Reports 

A) President Amber Griffith: The Senate council meeting focused on the PA budget and concerns over University funding. Chancellor Gallagher has since sent out an email stating we do have funding, but they are still concerned and still working on it. We are in the process of getting feedback from the University about the Core Principles. There will be a town hall meeting with Vice Provost Urban at the end of month; there is a tentative save the date- Nov 29th 5pm- but no room yet; we will send out info once we have more details; they will cover topics on unionization, professional development, and Title IX issues. 
B) Vice President Shelby Brewster: No report. 
C) Faculty Advisor Tara Meyer: Dean Hoock will be hosting a Deans Hour on Monday Nov 13th from 5:30-6:30pm in 321 Allen Hall; pizza and drinks will be provided. The proposed tax changes may have consequences for graduate students, making graduate student tuition taxable, you should reach out to your representatives right away to get that removed; they are also trying to change it so student loan interest is not deductible. I am chairing a committee that is reviewing the University-wide TA/TF policy- this must be followed by all departments- and I would like student input; I am looking for volunteers who have TA/TF-ed, if you are interested send email Tara (tara.meyer@pitt.edu) and she will send drafts to the interested students. 
D)  Administrative Assistant Allison Gremba: I will be on leave from November 19th to January 8th. I will answer my email, but you can also contact Amber (asg56@pitt.edu) and Tara (tara.meyer@pitt.edu). Please look at the policy changes on the last day for when to submit reimbursements while I am on leave. In the new year departments can use the P-card instead of the reimbursement system; I am suggesting this is only for charges greater than $150, but this amount is up for negotiation.  
E) Social/Programs Coordinator: No chair. 
F) Website/Communications: No report. 
V.  Internal Committees
A) GPSG: The next meeting is tomorrow (11/8) and will be a town hall with Vice Provost Urban. The GPSG budget was tabled again. The GPSG is interested in working together with Vice Provost Urban and the A&S GSO about diversity and inclusion work. There was a SAGE Coalition welcome dinner for different graduate student governments from different universities; in March they will send representatives to meet with congress to advocate for our issues, these include Title IX, immigration, and tax changes; any enrolled graduate student can be involved. The Fall Formal is November 17th at the Carnegie Music Hall, tickets are $25 until November 10th and $30 after November 11th; each ticket includes 3 drinks and appetizers. We voted on an amendment for supplemental funding, now GSOs can apply 3 times a semester, previously it was 1 time.
B) Grad Expo: Please talk to the graduate students in your department and see if any wants to help with the grad expo. Anyone interested can contact Shelby (seb146@pitt.edu) or Allison (asgso.pitt@gmail.com). 
C)  Teaching Awards: Still looking for 1 more committee member and open for graduate students to volunteer as readers for applications. You can contact Amy (ank137@pitt.edu) or Allison (asgso.pitt@gmail.com). To volunteer it is a 2-week commitment next March and you will review 7-12 applications.
D) Peer Professionalization Workshop: No chair. 
E) Summer Research Grant: No chair. If you are interested contact Allison (asgso.pitt@gmail.com).
F) GSO Policy and Sexual Assault: New constitution approved. All in favor, 0 not in favor, 0 abstain. 
G) Diversity and Inclusion: There will be a Meet and Greet on November 15th from 3-6pm in the back room of Panera in Sennott Square. This is an opportunity to meet the CDI committee and administration who are interacting with the committee- this includes Dean Hoock, Vice Provost Urban, Vice Chancellor Connelly, Philippa Carter, and GPSG President Chris Staten. We sent out the report for the graduate climate survey and we will have facilitative discussion if there is feedback. We will be hosting a workshop for navigating through difficult conversations in the spring semester, more details to come. There will be a resource fair in Spring on February 28th, we will have tables for the organizations and offices that help with diversity, inclusion, disability, etc., as well as local organizations from the city. The Gender, Sexuality and Womens Studies is creating a LGBTQ+ group for graduate students. At the next A&S GSO meeting Vice Chancellor Pam Connelly will speak about Title IX and how it affects grad students from 5:15-5:45pm, please talk with the graduate students in your department to find out if they have questions or comments. 
VI. External A&S Committees: 
A) A&S Dietrich Council: Encouraging graduate students to send messages to legislation about budget. Approved new tenure language to recognize interdisciplinary work and societal impact. 
B) A&S PBC: No meeting. 
C) A&S Grad Council: We reviewed the responses from History & Hispanic Languages regarding their TA/TF evaluation we carried out last academic year; the Graduate Council accepted both, taking into consideration the possibility of tracking Hispanic along the year, because this department had the most serious issues. We also discussed graduate -> undergraduate research mentoring, which seems to be profitable to everybody and does not imply a huge level of commitment for the PhD student. We focused on a hot topic for the council: professional development for graduate students regarding on-academic career paths. We just had a sub-committee meeting today about this; Dean Hoock has concocted a draft to be sent to the DGS in each of the 30 schools in arts & sciences before making it a University-wide effort. It is left to discuss how to gather data from students (e.g. surveys, focus groups in each department, etc.), and Dean Hoock's plan is fill in the possible gaps in order to make progress soon.
       VII. Old or Unfinished Business

A) Career Development: Graduate students can purchase University of Pittsburgh business cards, you should have received an email from Philippa Carter about this. The WPU Career services department used to cater toward undergraduates, but the website now has a graduate student section; they offer mock interviews, and CV and resume critiquing; drop in hours are Monday-Friday 10am-4pm in 200 WPU; the more we utilize this, the more resources that will be allocated to expanding it.  
B) Pitt Principles: Feedback from the A&S graduate students is they want to know what the purpose of the Pitt Principles is, where is it going to go, and how will it be used or implemented. They will be creating an open forum for to leave comments and questions, once this becomes live we will send out information. 
       VIII. New Business: None
       IX. Announcements: None
        X. Having no further business, President Griffith calls for motion to adjourn meeting


Meeting adjourned, 6:11pm.

Policy Changes

REIMBURSEMENTS
Effective Monday, October 30, the SORC will only accept reimbursement requests that are within 30 days of the date on the receipt. Friday, October 27 is the LAST day that we will accept reimbursement requests for receipts past 30 days. The only exception to this policy will be for travel grants.

A&S GSO 

Reimbursements October 17th- November 11th must be submitted by November 17th
Reimbursements November 12th- December 8th must be submitted by December 11th
Reimbursements December 9th- December 26th must be submitted by January 8th
Reimbursements after December 27th must be submitted within 2 weeks of the event. 

The only exception to this policy will be for travel grants.

 
ADVISOR TRAVEL
University policy for student organization use of University vehicles for trips over 250 miles one way requires that organization advisor or substitute advisor must accompany the organization on the trip.  There has been much confusion over this policy in the past.  An updated Vehicle Rental Advisor Acceptance Form as been posted to the SORC website.  This updated form more clearly outlines the University’s expectation for these types of trips.  You can find the new form and other policies regarding student organization use of University vehicles at http://www.studentaffairs.pitt.edu/sorc/travelpolicies/local-travel/.

Anthropology: Amy Karabowicz�
Linguistics: Sean Nonnemacher�
�
Biological Sciences:  Travis Mavrich, Rachel Coombs�
Mathematics: Alex Yuschik�
�
Chemistry: Haley Grimm�
Music: Woodrow Steinken�
�
Classics: �
Neuroscience: Jillian Weeks �
�
Communication: Dan Beresheim�
Philosophy: Seth Goldwasser, Jason Kay�
�
Economics: Taylor Weidman�
Physics: Daniel Perrefort, Olivia Lanes�
�
English: Nikhil Titus�
Political Science: Sara Fox, Brianna Howell�
�
Film: Jesse Anderson-Lehman�
Psychology: Stephanie Sequira, Thomas Kraynak�
�
French & Italian: Larissa Acres�
Religious Studies:  Lianghao Lu�
�
Geology: Ben Hedin�
Slavic: Tetyana Shlikhar�
�
German:   �
Sociology: �
�
Hispanic: Carlos O. Rivera-Morales�
Statistics: Ling-Wan Chen, Brennan Register�
�
History:  Leonardo Moreno�
Theatre Arts: Shelby Brewster�
�
H.A.A.: Andrea Maxwell�
CLST: Jonathan Devine�
�
HPS: Siska De Baerdemaeker�
�
�
President: Amber Griffith�
Administrative Assistant: Allison Gremba�
�
Vice-President: Shelby Brewster�
Faculty Advisor: Tara Meyer�
�
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**NOTE: Opinions expressed in the GSO minutes are those of the individual and do not necessarily reflect the position of the A&S GSO.  


