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General Council Meeting

 
March 13, 2018

Minutes

Attendance by Sign In

General Council Meeting 
I. Call to Order 
by President Johnson at 5:05pm.
II. Minutes from February 13, 2018 General Council Meeting
Minutes approved. 
III. Additions to Agenda


None. 

IV. Executive Board Reports 

A) President Amber Griffith: No report. 
B) Vice President Shelby Brewster: At the Senate Council Meeting: a committee was already formed before we voted on it, following CDI policies a decision will be made within 60 days, there are students on the committee, but we do not know how they were chosen; Pitt Day in Harrisburg is March 20th; Pitt Federal Legislation Action budget, immigration, and higher education act reauthorization discussed.
C) Faculty Advisor Tara Meyer: The 3MT Competition is coming up. You should have heard about an internal department competition. Those winners get sent to school wide, and Dietrich winners are sent to the University wide competition. There is a $500 first place prize for the Dietrich school winner. If your department is not doing anything talk to Tara; your department GSO can run it and have the DGS forward the winners. Must be a candidate to compete, if you are in pre-candidacy then you are not eligible. Winning talks will probably end up online. For the GE Workshop on negotiation the Vice Chancellor will be presenting. I talked to the Associate Dean and Philippa, and they know that a graduate student “financial officer” is lacking and this message is getting passed upwards.  
D) Administrative Assistant Allison Gremba: There is an ETD workshop Thursday at 11am. Supplemental funds are still available. There is no alcohol on campus. Please add me in Concur if you are submitting a reimbursement. Please forward all emails. 
E) Social/Programs Coordinator: No report. 
F) Website/Communications: No report. 
V.  Internal Committees
A) GPSG: No report. 
B) Grad Expo: The Grad Expo schedule is on the website. It is Friday, March 23rd. We still need volunteers for the day of, email Shelby if you want to help. The negotiation workshop is from 4-5pm. All of the Grad Expo events are on the 5th floor of the William Pitt Union except the reception which is at Bridges Restaurant at 5pm.
C)  Teaching Awards: March is our month for judging, and we are currently working on our Round 1 of judging. We will have selected our finalists by April 9th.
D) Peer Professionalization Workshop: There were 3 sessions. At the first session 2 graduate students came, the second session one graduate student came and at the third session only 1 graduate student came. These are very useful workshops. Graduate students are not utilizing the events that we have.
E) Summer Research Grant: Applications are due 3/30. So far only 5-6 applications for 4 grants.
F) GSO Policy and Sexual Assault: No report. 
G) Committee for Diversity and Inclusion: No one came to the diversity resource fair! We want to make sure the resources are known, and we need your help. Please make sure you are sharing this information and these events are being made well known. We will send out the survey again and compare the results to last years to see changes. Last year there were 220 participants, please spread the word, we want to keep it up.
VI. External A&S Committees: 
A) A&S Dietrich Council: No report. 
B) A&S PBC: At the last meeting (2/26) we approved a massive agenda to meet the Plan for Pitt. These strategies will be implemented and there are no more meetings for the semester.
C) A&S Grad Council: Looking to get undergraduates exposure to professional experiences and the role of grad students; looking for models for how undergraduates and graduate students work together. In the natural sciences graduate students and undergraduate work in the lab together, however this partnership isn’t as well defines in the social sciences and humanities.  
       VII. Old or Unfinished Business: None
       VIII. New Business: 
A) Budget: This meeting is the chance to ask questions about the budget so we can approve it at the next meeting. It seems it is difficult to get people to commit to the peer professionalization workshop, maybe we should scrap the workshop and roll the funds into another activity.
B) New Board: The president and vice president positions will be open. Contact Allison if you have any questions or would like to run. 
       IX. Announcements: None
        X. Having no further business, President Griffith calls for motion to adjourn meeting


Meeting adjourned, 5:46pm.
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