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General Council Meeting

 
January 24, 2017

Minutes

Attendance by Sign In

General Council Meeting 
I. Call to Order 
by President Griffith at 5:08pm.
II. Minutes from November 29th, 2016 General Council Meeting
Minutes approved. 
III. Additions to Agenda


None.
IV. Executive Board Reports 

A) President Amber Griffith:  At the Senate Council meeting we reflected on past year and previewed next year. Want to be appropriately conservative with the budget, because state cuts may occur. Trying to determine the University’s stand on the election results; want to maintain an open environment, and tackle big issues through dialogue and debate. They are creating a forum for discussion to include all viewpoints, including the extreme left and right. 
B) Vice President: 
C) Faculty Advisor Tara Meyer: I am the Assistant Dean for Graduate Studies and the faculty advisor for this group. Philippa Carter is the ombudsperson; she can help you solve problems outside academic unit or within. If you have an issue outside your department purview or a problem within your department she will work with you to figure out a strategy to solve a problem. However, always start within your own department.   
D)  Administrative Assistant Allison Gremba: There are still Supplemental Department Funds available. 
E) Social/Programs Coordinator Andrea Hanna: No report. 
F) Website/Communications Kenrick Fernandes:  How many have used Microsoft sharepoint? None. This is a technological way to hold a knowledge base and collaborate within a committee, and it is supported by CSSD and easy to use. If you have specific needs in mind then let me know. This will create space for committees outside of this meeting. It is live now, but blank; you can go onto sharepoint and search A&S GSO. 
V.  Internal Committees
A) GPSG: Need someone to take Amber’s place, the meetings are once a month for one hour and you usually get to eat. The meetings are usually on Wednesday evening around 5pm, the next one is tomorrow at 5:15pm. At the last meeting there was an emphasis on Pitt Day, which is 3/21. Everyone can attend and it is a free event. The President is planning a graduate research symposium and will distribute a climate survey soon. Noise cancelling headphones are available in the library. On the public safety website there is now a self-defense feature. The minimum GPA went from 2.0 to 3.0, however many departments already had at 3.0 miniumum. TedX coming up soon. There is still a vacancy for VP of Committees- go onto GPSG website to learn more. The Pitt program council is now open to graduate students and we can attend those events. The GPSG conference room available for use to departments if you need meeting space- 8th floor WPU. 
B) Grad Expo: Abstract submission closes on January 30th. Grad Expo is on Friday, March 24th, 2017. Presenters are eligible for a $100 Outstanding Presenter Award.
C)  Teaching Awards: Need 1 more committee member. The call for nominations still has not reached all the departments and students. Nominations are set to close on January 30th. Amy Karabowicz joined the committee.
D) Peer Professionalization Workshop: None. 
E) Summer Research Grant: None. 
F) GSO Policy and Sexual Assault: We are creating template constitution that can be modified and adopted by department GSOs. Dominique shared the Communication department’s constitution and we started with that as a template. Eventually we will vote to approve on the skeleton and ask for opinions on what you want in the template. We will emphasize the rules behind Title IX in the constitution. 
G) Diversity and Inclusion: Planning on hosting an inter-university conference to talk about how diversity and inclusion influences academic life. It is too big to complete by the end of the year. We will have a panel discussion with different departments in Arts and Sciences. We are drafting a mission statement for the committee and will be distributing a climate survey to see how everyone feels about diversity and inclusion in their department and what could change. The purpose is to have events that talk about Diversity & Inclusion, ensure these conversations are happening, and create a place for graduate students to talk about race, gender, etc. We would like to have the mission statement completed by the end of the semester so this is a living committee and survives past the semester. 

H) Ad hoc Grad Student Union: Goal is to form an official statement for A&S GSO for support of Unionization.
VI. External A&S Committees: 
A) A&S Dietrich Council: No meeting.
B) A&S PBC: The PBC met on December 9, 2016.  Reviewed the Fiscal Year 2018 Budget for both the Dietrich School and the College of General Studies.  We also discussed the 5-year strategic plan.  The council has been requested to review the strategic plan and come up with a report that outlines what goals were accomplished last year as they pertain to the strategic plan. 
C) A&S Grad Council: Everyone should have received “A Brief Guide to Graduate Student Mentoring” from their department. Many departments have graduate students mentor other graduate students and they are working on creating a peer mentoring guide. If you have any comments or opinions you can contact Tara and she will share your input with the Grad Council. 
VII. Old or Unfinished Business
VIII. New Business

A) Kenrick Fernandes nominated for Vice President and unanimously voted in. 

IX. Announcements
X. Having no further business, President Johnson calls for motion to adjourn meeting


Meeting adjourned, 5:38pm.
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