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General Council Meeting

 
January 16, 2018

Minutes

Attendance by Sign In

General Council Meeting 
I. Call to Order 
by President Johnson at 5:05pm.
II. Minutes from December 5, 2017 General Council Meeting
Minutes approved. 
III. Additions to Agenda


None. 

IV. Executive Board Reports 

A) President Amber Griffith: The Senate Council meeting was reflective of the past year and the Chancellor said it was the most academically accomplished freshman class, tech startups, and best fundraising year. The tax reform bill does not affect grad student stipend. 
B) Vice President Shelby Brewster: No report. 
C) Faculty Advisor Tara Meyer: Pitt day in Harrisburg is upcoming. I am looking for graduate students that do research that legislators will relate to- Pennsylvania based research. If you are this person or know someone reach out to Tara (tara.meyer@pitt.edu) by the end of the month. The Professional Development Challenge has a March 1st deadline. Find more information here: http://www.asgraduate.pitt.edu/sites/default/files/HH%20Graduate%20Student%20Professional%20Development%20Challenge%20DS%20final%20Jan%202018%20for%20website_.pdf. Finally, Dean Hoock wants to visit graduate students from all departments. If he hasn’t been to your department yet, send him an invite. 
D)  Administrative Assistant Allison Gremba: Supplemental funds are still available; the form is on the right of asgso.pitt.edu website. Please submit all reimbursement requests within 2 weeks of the event. 
E) Social/Programs Coordinator: No chair. 
F) Website/Communications: No report. 
V.  Internal Committees
A) GPSG: No report. 
B) Grad Expo: Submissions are now live. Posters are going up across campus. You can find link at asgso.pitt.edu.   A link for faculty and graduate student judge sign up is also on the website. We are looking for committee members- send Shelby (seb146@pitt.edu) an email if you are interested. The Grad Expo is Friday March 23rd.
C)  Teaching Awards: Our online submission form is open through January 30th. We are still looking for graduate students to review 8-12 applications from fellow graduates who have been nominated for this award. Duties pertaining to application reviews will occur in March.
D) Peer Professionalization Workshop: No chair. 
E) Summer Research Grant: No chair. If you are interested contact Allison (asgso.pitt@gmail.com).
F) GSO Policy and Sexual Assault: No report. 
G) Committee for Diversity and Inclusion: This semester we have the diversity resource fair planned for February 28th, and a workshop on navigating difficult conversations. We were considering a facilitated discussion about the survey report, but we received no feedback about report and therefore concluded no one interested, therefore we will table that for now. 
VI. External A&S Committees: 
A) A&S Dietrich Council: Dean Blee reported new recognitions/honors for A&S faculty. Discussion of criteria for promotion to the rank of Lecturer II from Lecturer I and to the rank of Senior Lecturer from Lecturer II (goal: improved transparency of communication for NTS faculty so they can be informed and engaged; developing a checklist for promotion). Undergraduate Council is updating general education requirements. Thank you from Assoc. Dean Hoock regarding contacting legislators about graduate provisions of tax bill. Task Force being convened to assess diversity and inclusion in A&S; external review may be possible in the future.
B) A&S PBC: No report. 
C) A&S Grad Council: No report. 
       VII. Old or Unfinished Business

A) Career Development: We gave out resources at the end of the semester. You should have forwarded this information to the graduate students in your department. If you think of anything else email amber (president.asgso@gmail.com) with your ideas. Be sure to check out the application for career development workshop (info in a faculty advisor report), and graduate-student0organized interdisciplinary workshop (http://provost.pitt.edu/sites/default/files/InterdisciplinaryWorkshopsRFA.pdf).
       VIII. New Business: None
       IX. Announcements: None
        X. Having no further business, President Griffith calls for motion to adjourn meeting


Meeting adjourned, 5:23pm.
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