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General Council Meeting

 
November 29, 2016

Minutes

Attendance by Sign In

General Council Meeting 
I. Call to Order 
by President Johnson at 5:06pm.
II. Minutes from November 1, 2016 General Council Meeting
Minutes approved. 
III. Additions to Agenda


None.
IV. Executive Board Reports 

A) President Dominique Johnson: No report. 
B) Vice President Treviene Harris: Not present.
C) Faculty Advisor Tara Meyer: The Graduate Student Office has added new official position. Philippa Carter will be the ombudsperson, she has always fulfilled these duties, but now it is more official. If you have problems outside your department, or something that cannot be sorted out within the department you can contact Philippa and she will help you navigate the problem and point you in the right direction. 
D)  Administrative Assistant Allison Gremba: The new meeting calendar is available for the Spring 2017 term. There are still Supplemental Department Funds available. 
E) Social/Programs Coordinator Andrea Hanna: No report. 
F) Website/Communications Kenrick Fernandes:  We want to better facilitate communication between the graduate students and the committees. If you have any suggestions you can contact Kenrick (kenrick@cs.pitt.edu) or Lea (lmm194@pitt.edu).  
V.  Internal Committees
A) GPSG: The University of Pittsburgh will be creating a new school, Computer and Information Sciences. University of Pittsburgh was ranked #1 in the Northeast, and very high ranking in all of the US. The GPSG President wants to focus on mentorship outside academia. He also has ideas on how to better advertise and create a bigger turn out for Pitt day in Harrisburg. Mental health awareness events are still TBD. Ted X will be March 26. On December 2nd from 1-3pm will be a stress reliever session and awareness for sexual assault by designing t shirts. A new version for GPSG travel grants will start in January or February. There are also supplemental funds for big groups. New VP of Committees will be voted on in December, and begin next semester.
B) Grad Expo: No report.  
C)  Teaching Awards: No report. 
D) Peer Professionalization Workshop: We need a new chair. Contact Allison (asgso@pitt.edu) if you would like to learn more. 
E) Summer Research Grant: No report. 
F) GSO Policy and Sexual Assault: No report. 
G) Diversity and Inclusion: No report. 
VI. External A&S Committees: 
A) A&S Dietrich Council: No report. 
B) A&S PBC: No report. 
C) A&S Grad Council: There is going to be a graduate student spotlight, one outstanding student per department on the Internet every week or month. Every department fixed the <30 credit master's degrees. The Classics Department suspension is over. There is a new provost website. 

Comments will be included along with the numerical scores to evaluate TAs. There will be a better software to analyze this performance and detect biases (e.g. elective subjects get better feedback than mandatory subjects). New OMET questions for these evaluations (previous from 1982!), with three sets: professor, lab TA, recitation TA. Need to improve the way overall scores are computed (much more still to discuss).

A review of the TA/TF training within the Department of Music was carried out. For more information contact Diego Villada.

We will discuss about the University's policy regarding absent members during PhD defenses (limited number of people that can Skype).
VII. Old or Unfinished Business
A) Graduate Student Union Vote: Vote by ballot. 26 departments represented today. 18 yes, 6 no, 1 abstain, 1 did not follow directions. Vote decided to support Union Drive. 
We will need to create an ad hoc committee to determine how to support, possibly a formal statement to read to the Senate Council.  

VIII. New Business

IX. Announcements
A) Dominique is stepping down. Dominique will step down from the president position. There are important issues that require more advocacy, especially for the hyper-marginalized students, and she cannot advocate from the position of A&S GSO President and she does not misrepresent the GSO. Dominique will still work closely with whoever will be stepping into the position. Still wants to be involved in committees.

The bare minimum to be president is to run the meeting, and attend the Senate Council meeting once a month. Several other extra committees that you can join. All other committees delegated to other representatives, however it is expected you will be on at least one GSO committees and show up to events. Amber Griffith volunteered to be the A&S GSO President and was voted in by hands.
B) The Biology GSO is creating a Diversity and Inclusion Committee, are there any other GSOs doing the same things within their own department? Philosophy and HAA have their own committee. They will exchange contact information so Biology can get a model.
X. Having no further business, President Johnson calls for motion to adjourn meeting


Meeting adjourned, 5:46pm.

Anthropology: Amy Karabowicz, Camilla Kelsoe�
Intel. Systems: Mohammad Amin Tajgardoon�
�
Biological Sciences:  Amber Griffith, Travis Mavrich�
Linguistics:  Matthew Hadodo, Sean Nonnemacher�
�
Chemistry: Kelly George�
Mathematics: Alex Yarosh�
�
Classics: �
Music: Laura Schwartz�
�
Communication: Birney Young�
Neuroscience: Anna Homan�
�
Comp. Model. & Sim.: �
Philosophy: Alessandra Buccella�
�
Comp. Science: Kenrick Fernandes�
Physics: Kara Ponder, Zhuoni Qian�
�
Economics: Quanquan Liu�
Political Science: Sebastian Garaycoa, Fanghui Zheo �
�
English:  Evan Chan�
Psychology: Jamie Cohen�
�
French & Italian: Marguerite Deon�
Religious Studies:  Lianghao Lu�
�
Geology: Troy Ferland�
Slavic: Trevor Wilson�
�
German:   �
Sociology: Mitchell Kiefer�
�
Hispanic: �
Statistics: Ling-Wan Chen�
�
History:  �
Theatre Arts: Kristin O’Malley�
�
H.A.A.: Elizabeth Self�
CLST: Jennifer Reinwald�
�
HPS: Siska De Baerdemarker�
Film: Adam Hebert, Jesse Anderson-Lehman�
�
President: Dominique Johnson�
�
�
Vice-President: �
�
�
Administrative Assistant: Allison Gremba�
Faculty Advisor: Tara Meyer�
�
 











A&S GSO minutes, 11/29/16, AG
**NOTE: Opinions expressed in the GSO minutes are those of the individual and do not necessarily reflect the position of the A&S GSO.  


